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True Stories is a series of life giving and inspiring stories about people involved with or 
affected by abortion, and have a story of redemption to tell.   
 

 
 
Story #3 is about Georgette Forney, who had an abortion at age 16 and lived with the 
negative effects for two decades until going through the process of repentance, 
forgiveness and emotional healing.  After that she became the President of Anglicans 
for Life and co-founder of the Silent No More Awareness Campaign.  Here is 
Georgette’s story in her own words:  

 
“I had an abortion when I was sixteen, because I didn’t want my parents and friends 

to know I was having sex. They thought I was a good girl.  
I remember driving to the clinic thinking, this feels wrong but its legal so it must be 

okay. The abortion was painful, and afterwards I was relieved my problem was gone. 
I spent the night at my sister’s and couldn’t stop crying. I woke up crying and I wasn’t 

sure how I was going to hide my tears from my mom so I decided to pretend the day 
before never happened. It is called denial. 

And I did that for almost two decades, but what I didn’t realize was that while I 
pretended I didn’t have an abortion, the impact of it was affecting my life. 

You see I assumed after the abortion that I would never be able to have children. I 
believed that somehow that ability had been taken away. So as I looked for a husband, I 
sought one who didn’t want children or already had children.  Jim Forney was the 
perfect choice and after we got married, we became Christians.  I remember confessing 
my sins, but when I thought about my abortion I held back assuming it wasn’t forgivable. 

As I grew in my faith, I hoped if I did enough good things, I could tip God’s scales in 
my favor. I volunteered for every ministry, I worked hard to be the perfect wife, have the 
perfect home, and be the perfect Christian woman. 

Later, my biological clock went off and I desperately wanted a child, but I was afraid 
that if I had a baby, it would be born with some sort of defect as punishment. But the 
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desire to be a mother was overwhelming; I was able to get pregnant and I was so 
relieved when I delivered a healthy baby girl. But then I became consumed with being 
the perfect mother, and protecting her. I was afraid something bad would happen to her. 
I drove myself crazy trying to do everything right – hoping God and others would accept 
me but fearing their disapproval if they knew what I had done. 

It was in 1995 that God brought the reality of my abortion to my attention and those 
walls of denial that I put up at age 16 finally came down as I faced the truth that I didn’t 
just have an abortion, but I aborted my baby. I knew I lost the opportunity to parent an 
awesome child who would have brought happiness into my life and the world. For 19 
years I had denied what my abortion had done – it had ended the life of my child and 
finally I began to cry. I began to grieve for my precious baby.  

A friend told me about the abortion aftercare program she went through so I 
attended the program too. I learned God even forgives abortion but we have to repent, 
and accept and receive His forgiveness. I learned that my baby is in heaven and I will 
one day be able to hold her. I named her Elizabeth, and the aftercare-healing ministry, 
similar to Rachel’s Vineyard, was life changing for me. 

As part of my healing process I felt I had to tell my parents about my abortion. They 
were upset to learn that they had lost a grandchild and that I hadn’t trusted in their love 
and come to them with my ‘problem’ when I was 16. 

Then a few years later our daughter who was 8 at the time, asked me at dinner one 
night if I was married when I was 16. I said no and then she asked me if I was pregnant 
when I was 16. I said a prayer, asked my husband to get the check and said yes I was. 
She had found my testimony in my bible, but wasn’t sure if I had written it! She then 
asked me where was the baby, and I had to tell her that she was dead. I tried to explain 
what abortion was and her reaction was that of horror. I fell off the mommy pedestal that 
night. She knew instinctively that abortion was wrong.  

Not long after Beka learned about my abortion, I fearfully shared my story at our 
church and afterwards realized that sharing the experience in public released the sense 
of shame I had carried for years, and instead I felt peaceful, forgiven and free from the 
burden of my secret. A lot of people in the weeks following also told me about their 
abortions and I saw that the pain was far and deep. 

Shortly after sharing my testimony, I was asked to apply for executive director for 
NOEL – that was 21 years ago.  (Anglicans for Life was formerly named the National 
Organization of Episcopalians for Life Research and Education Foundation [NOEL].)    

2nd Corinthians chapter one verses 3 and 4 says:  ‘Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God.’ 

I believe that is what God has called me to do, comfort others with the comfort I have 
received from Him. I believe God calls all of us to give Him our pains, our sins, so He 
can comfort us and then use them for His kingdom. 

I am honored and humbled to answer His call of protecting and celebrating life and 
have been especially grateful to play a role in helping start the Silent No More 
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Awareness Campaign that helps other women, men and families find healing, 
forgiveness and reconciliation.  

Destroying life through abortion and euthanasia must end and until it does, I will be 
silent no more.” 

 
Georgette’s life today: 
 
Georgette Forney begins her 21st year as President of Anglicans for Life, the only 
global Anglican ministry dedicated to inspiring the Anglican Church to fulfill Scripture’s 
mandate to protect the vulnerable, defend the fatherless and plead for the widow. 
 
She is also the co-founder of the Silent No More Awareness Campaign, an effort to 
raise awareness about the physical, spiritual and emotional harm abortion does to 
women and to let those who are hurting from abortion know help is available.  
 
Through the healing, forgiveness and reconciliation Georgette experienced after her 
abortion, she developed a greater understanding of the negative impact abortion has on 
women and the need to highlight the issue as an abortion survivor.  She has spoken at 
many Crisis Pregnancy Center banquets, pro-life conferences, conventions, churches, 
rallies, and university and college campuses. She served as the host for the television 
infomercial “Tilly.” In addition, she has addressed the Pro-Life Caucus of the U.S. House 
of Representatives concerning abortion and women and gave testimony at the Senate 
Commerce sub-committee on Science, Technology and Space Hearing, regarding the 
impact of abortion on women’s health. Georgette has spoken at the SPUC Annual 
Conference in England, Princeton University’s Organization of Women Leaders 
Conference, and in May 2005 she attended a meeting with 19 religious leaders and 
President Bush. She has done numerous print, radio and television interviews for local, 
syndicated and national shows, papers and magazines.  
 
She is a deacon at her church, and has also authored two educational curriculums, 
including Embrace the Journey that addresses aging and dying issues in a culture that 
sees growing support for assisted suicide. As much as Georgette is committed to 
helping make abortion become unthinkable, she is also passionate about protecting the 
elderly, handicapped and most vulnerable at the end of life.  
 
Georgette lives in Sewickley, Pennsylvania, with her husband of over 35 years; their 
daughter Rebekah designs accessories in Brooklyn, NY. Georgette was ordained in 
2014 as a Permanent Vocational Deacon in the Jurisdiction of the Armed Forces and 
Chaplaincy of the Anglican Church in North America.   
 
The websites for Anglicans for Life and the Silent No More Awareness Campaign (which 
she co-founded) are below.   
 
www.AnglicansforLife.org 
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www.SilentNoMoreAwareness.org  
 

 
 
Closing comment:  Praise God for restoring Georgette, and for how He is wondrously 
using the most regretted and painful decision of her life in so many profoundly good 
ways to protect life, help others face and live in the truth as well as the forgiveness that 
is available to all through Jesus Christ – whose birth to save us from our sins we just 
celebrated at Christmas.    
 
“If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9). 
 
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew, He 
also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
first-born among many brethren” (Romans 8:28-29).     
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