
UGANDA 
Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 1995 
 
22. Protection of right to life.  

(1) No person shall be deprived of life intentionally except in execution of a 
sentence passed in a fair trial by a court of competent jurisdiction in respect of a 
criminal offence under the laws of Uganda and the conviction and sentence have 
been confirmed by the highest appellate court.  

 
(2) No person has the right to terminate the life of an unborn child except 

as may be authorised by law.  
 
212. Functions of the Uganda Police Force.  
The functions of the Uganda Police Force shall include the following—  

(a)  to protect life and property;  
(b)  to preserve law and order;  
(c)  to prevent and detect crime; and  
(d)  to cooperate with the civilian authority and other security organs 

established under this Constitution and with the population generally.  
______________________________ 
 
The Penal Code Act, Chapter 120. 
 
141.  Attempts to procure abortion.  
Any person who, with intent to procure the miscarriage of a woman whether she 
is or is not with a child, unlawfully administers to her or causes her to take any 
poison or other noxious thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any other 
means, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for fourteen years. 
 
142.  Procuring miscarriage.   
Any woman who, being with a child, with intent to procure her own miscarriage, 
unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious thing, or uses any 
force of any kind, or uses any other means, or permits any such things or means 
to be administered to or used on her, commits a felony and is liable to 
imprisonment for seven years. 
 
143.  Supplying drugs etc., to procure abortion 
Any person who unlawfully supplies to or procures for any person any thing, 
knowing that it is intended to be unlawfully used to procure the miscarriage of a 
woman, whether she is or is not with child, commits a felony and is liable to 
imprisonment for three years.   
 
144. Knowledge of age of female immaterial.  
Except as otherwise expressly stated, it is immaterial in the case of any of the 
offences committed with respect to a woman or girl under a specified age that the 



accused person did not know that the woman or girl was under that age, or 
believed that she was not under that age.  
 
211. Concealing birth of child.  
Any person who, when a woman is delivered of a child, endeavours by any 
secret disposition of the dead body of the child to conceal the birth, whether the 
child died before, at or after its birth, commits a misdemeanour.  
 
212. Killing unborn child.  
Any person who, when a woman is about to be delivered of a child, prevents the 
child from being born alive by any act or omission of such a nature that if the 
child had been born alive and had then died, he or she would be deemed to have 
unlawfully killed the child, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for life.  
 
213. Infanticide.  
Where a woman by any wilful act or omission causes the death of her child being 
a child under the age of twelve months, but at the time of the act or omission the 
balance of her mind was disturbed by reason of her not having fully recovered 
from the effect of giving birth to the child or by reason of the effect of lactation 
consequent upon the birth of the child, then, notwithstanding that the 
circumstances were such that but for the provisions of this section the offence 
would have amounted to murder, she commits the felony of infanticide, and may 
for such offence be dealt with and punished as if she had been guilty of the 
offence of manslaughter of the child.  
 
224.  Surgical operation 
A person is not criminally responsible for performing in good faith and with 
reasonable care and skill a surgical operation upon any person for his or her 
benefit, or upon an unborn child for the preservation of the mother’s life, if the 
performance of the operation is reasonable, having regard to the patient’s state 
at the time, and to all the circumstances of the case.   
	  
____________ 
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